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Residential Window Change-Out Emergency Escape/Rescue Opening 
California Residential Code R310 

 
A building permit is required for any window change out. 
If a window is going to be added to a room or if an existing window is going to be replaced with a different 
size window they must comply with light, ventilation and rescue/egress requirements of the present 
California Residential Code.  
 
These permits will require:  
2 sets of plans showing, floor plan and framing plan  
 
 

 
 
Requirements for installing egress windows: (2016 CRC R310) 
A minimum clear opening width of 20” (casement type) 

A minimum clear opening height of 24” (double hung) 

A minimum clear opening area 5.7 square feet (820 square inches) 

The bottom of the clear opening shall not be greater than 44” above floor 

Exception: Grade floor openings shall have a minimum net clear opening of 5 square feet, if grade floor 
opening is within 44” above finished grade. 
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                                    Casement Window                             Double Hung Window                                 Horizontal Slider   

 
 
 

 

 
 


